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This book has been produced first in 2007 over several years by many authors, an enthusiastic 

group of members of MABÉOSZ’s Revenue Stamp collectors’ group. The 4rd edition is 

hardly extended by one of the authors. 120 new pages were added with information of latest 

research in the past decade in this hardly developing philatelic field. 

It was originally envisaged as a revision of the late Floderer István’s 1991 catalogue of 

Hungarian revenues but has grown to be much more than that. Indeed, it covers more than 

just Hungarian material – as the title suggests, all the Habsburg issues (Hungary, Austria, 

Bosnia & Herzegovina, the Military Border District, Lombardy & Venetia, Liechtenstein and 

the WWI occupations) – are included). And not just the adhesive stamps, the pre stamp 

‘Signettes’ on stamped paper from 1686 are also listed and illustrated, as are the newspaper 

tax, calendar and other special purpose imprints and adhesives. In addition, all the post WWI 

Hungarian stamps are fully listed, again in considerable detail and beautifully illustrated in 

full colour. The listing of the interesting and attractive Hungarian municipal revenue stamps 

alone runs to over 100 pages. In fact the only major topic in Floderer’s book which isn’t fully 

reworked and included here is the revenue stationery (parcel cards, bills of lading, hunting 

permits, bills of exchange and so on.) Perhaps next time? 

Of course, there is the drawback that much of the explanatory text (and there is a huge 

amount of information given, throughout the book) is pretty impenetrable for the non 

Hungarian speaker. Fortunately, the authors have obviously given much thought in making 

the book as ‘user friendly’ as possible and there are a multitude of helpful diagrams, charts, 

tables and yet more illustrations included. (Which isn’t to say that an English edition wouldn’t 

be more than welcome!). There is also a brief vocabulary and key to symbols and 

abbreviations included, in Hungarian, English & German. 

The authors have also bravely priced everything (in Euros), including varieties and valuation 

of the stamp on document. Quantities issued are noted where known. Naturally, the prices 

sometimes give rise to incredulity – in some cases for their cheapness, in others for their 

apparently high valuations. I know the authors have done their best to coax other collectors to 

assist them in estimating scarcity. And, of course, just because I have half a dozen copies of 

one stamp in my stockbook, it isn’t necessarily common; any more that the fact that I can’t 

find a specimen of dozens (hundreds?) of others isn’t proof that they are rare. The market for 

revenues in Hungary is probably more developed than in some other countries and there is a 

lot of material about (there always seems to be a good selection on eBay, for example). But 

there are lots of very rare items listed and they can fetch hundreds of pounds on the very few 

occasions one appears at auction. It won’t be long, I suggest, before they will be fetching 

thousands. 

If you are at all seriously interested in Hungarian (or Austrian) revenue philately, then this 

book is absolutely indispensible. 

Actualised by the author of original review in 2007 written by Martin Brumby 

Chairman of Austrian Philatelic Society in Great Britain 


